


Attorney Paul Harris, age 38, 
founded Rotary on February 23, 
1905 when he gathered 3 friends 
in a small office in downtown 
Chicago.

Rotary is the world’s first service club.

Named “Rotary” to describe the practice 
of meeting in rotation at the members’ 
various places of business.

It attracted 30 members by the end of 
1905.

Originally formed for fellowship, the first 
Rotary club quickly evolved to use the 
talents and resources of its members to 
serve the community.



Silvester Schiele, a coal dealer
Paul Harris, a lawyer
Hiram Shorey, a merchant tailor
Gustavus Loehr, a mining engineer



ROTARY is an organization of business and 
professional leaders united worldwide who provide 

humanitarian service, encourage high ethical 
standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill

and peace in the world.



The first Rotary convention 
was held in August 1910 with 
16 member clubs. Founder 
Paul Harris was elected the 
association’s first president. 

In honor of his contributions to 
Rotary, the Paul Harris 
Society was established to 
recognize individuals 
who make 
contributions of 
$1,000 or more to 
the Rotary 
Foundation. 



The Paul Harris Fellow recognition 
acknowledges individuals who 
contribute, or who have contributions 
made in their name, of $1,000 to The 
Rotary Foundation.

Paul Harris Fellows receive a certificate 
and a pin. (The medallion is available 
for purchase).

Hamilton Rotary names a Paul Harris Fellow 
annually to recognize an outstanding Rotarian 
who has made noteworthy contributions to our 
club. The Club contributes $1,000 to the Rotary 
Foundation in their honor.



Located in
Evanston, 

Illinois



During the 1911-1912 Rotary year, the association became 
international with the founding of a club in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada. Before reaching its 20th birthday, RI had grown to 
include some 200 clubs with more than 20,000 members across 
the globe. Rotary International is led by…

17 Directors
President
President-elect
Secretary General (paid professional)

Today, Rotary is dedicated to six areas of focus to build 
international relationships, improve lives, and create 
a better world to support our peace efforts and end 
polio forever. Rotary clubs around the world are 
united under the motto “Service Above Self.”



The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis 
of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster the following 
objectives:

The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service.



High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of worthiness in all 
useful occupations, and the dignifying by each 
Rotarian of his/her occupation as an opportunity to 
serve society.



The application of the 
ideal of service by 
every Rotarian in 
his/her personal, 
business, and 
community life.



The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of 
business and
professional men 
and women united
in the ideal of
service.



The Four-Way Test is a nonpartisan and nonsectarian 
ethical guide for Rotarians to use for their personal 
and professional relationships. The test has been 
translated into more than 100 languages, and 
Rotarians recite it at club meetings:

Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?



First admitted in 1987, women today are the fastest-growing segment of 
Rotary membership, and increasingly hold leadership positions within 
the organization. More than 2,000 women serve as club presidents and 
women are also rapidly assuming regional leadership roles.

Mary Pat Essman was the first woman president of Hamilton Rotary in 
2000-2001. Hamilton Rotary has been led by 7 women presidents.



Rotary’s programs are developing the next 
generation of leaders, providing funding to make 
the world a better place, and making peace a 
priority. Some examples of RI programs are:

• Rotary Peace Fellowships
• Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
• Rotary Youth Exchange

Available to youth under age 18
We are a partner district in Midwest Rotary Youth Exchange
No charge to students, except air fare



Established by an 
endowment fund 
created by RI in 1917.

One of the largest 
foundations in the 
world with more than 
$1 billion (US)!



Goal: To Promote World Peace
Supported by gifts, no dues money is ever used for 
Rotary Foundation projects.
The Rotary Foundation is our international charity, best 
known for its support of polio eradication and various 
humanitarian grants around the globe.
Local club projects are supported by various means, 
including gifts and fundraisers.



Group Study Exchange was introduced by 
Rotary Foundation in 1965-1966. 
Groups of 4-6 non-Rotarians (age 25 to 40) led 
by one Rotarian visit other countries to learn 
about their culture and business climate.
Teams are typically in the host country for a 
month, staying at homes of Rotarians.
Expenses are paid by Rotary.
Exchanges are both cultural and
vocational.



Began in 1987
More than 2 billion children have been 
immunized
If not for PolioPlus, an estimated 4 million more 
children would suffer from polio





Rotary Starts with YOU!
Members: over 1,200,000
Clubs: over 35,000 worldwide
Districts: 530
Zones: 34



Zone 30
55 Clubs

4,000 Rotarians



CJ (Charlie) Parrish established the club in 1919 as a 
Thursday luncheon club.

First Rotary Club in Butler County, sixth oldest in District 6670

Hamilton Rotary has provided four District Governors.

Women were first welcomed to Hamilton Rotary in 1988.



Hamilton Rotary accomplishments
Established the student loan program in 1926 (the forerunner to our present day
scholarship fund). This program was financially supported by members.
The Youth Exchange Program has been one of the most successful programs in 
the district, sponsoring more than 200 students to study in the United States and 
abroad.
In 1954, the late Ryan Hall created Rotary Revels, bringing live theatre to 
Hamilton. Now known as “Rotary Presents,” this has become the club’s major 
fundraiser, raising hundreds of thousands of dollars for community projects.
The club established the Rotary Science Fair in partnership with Hamilton City 
Schools in 1956. The late Andrew Kornylak, a club member, created a fund at the 
Hamilton Community Foundation that continues to provide the cash prizes for 
winners.
In 1991, the club celebrated the city of Hamilton’s bicentennial by donating 
$75,000 for the Rotary Vista Room in the new Fitton Center for Creative Arts.
To date, the club has donated more than $750,000 to numerous projects, 
bequests and scholarships that have benefited the citizens of Hamilton and 
vicinity.



Welcome to the
Rotary Club of Hamilton

We are excited to have you as a member! In order to fulfill 
your requirement for new member orientation, please 
print and complete the quiz on the following slide and 

turn in to the Rotary administrator.


